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Listening ( 10 points)- can be done in the classroom only.

READING (12 points)

Read the interview. Write the letter (A-N) of the appropriate question in the gap (1-12). Use each question only once. There is one extra question which you do not need to use. An example (0) has been given.

30 MINUTES WITH PARKER LIAUTAUD

Here we bring you an inspiring interview with a 19-year-old polar explorer and climate change campaigner, Parker Liautaud. He has participated in three expeditions to the North Pole since the age of 15. Through his expeditions he aims to collect scientific data that will contribute to a better understanding of climate change. The interview was given in 2013 before the Willis Resilience Expedition in Antarctica.

0. I

My laptop. I guess that is a strange answer since I will have no access to my usual electronics or an internet connection while on the expedition!

1. ______________

Definitely recovering after I failed to reach the North Pole during my first attempt at 15 years old. It was emotionally, mentally and physically very tiring. I was basically starting from the beginning because people and potential sponsors were not very willing to get involved and support my next attempt.

2. ______________

Well, I have just arrived in Chile where I am making my very last-minute preparations for the Willis Resilience Expedition. In a few days I am leaving for Antarctica, where I will be spending six weeks, and then try to walk unsupported the 643 km from the coast of Antarctica to the South Pole. When I am not training, I am usually doing school stuff. I am studying geology and geophysics at Yale University. I guess I am a pretty busy guy.

3. ______________

How to live out of one suitcase. I have learned that too much stuff will hold you back!

4. ______________

The people I respect and admire — how they behave and the things they do — I usually rely on them when I make decisions. I am also passionate about raising awareness about climate change. I hope I will provide a valuable contribution to our understanding of the Antarctic climate and the changes that are happening so rapidly.

LANGUAGE USE (40 points)

Task 1 (12 points)
Read the text below and circle the letter (A, B, C or D) next to the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. An example (0) is given.

THE WEATHER

The weather – and the British obsession __(0)__ talking about it – has been puzzling outsiders for decades. According to recent research, 94% of British respondents admit to having conversed about the weather in the past six hours, __(1)__ 38% say they have in the past 60 minutes. “This means at almost any moment in this country __(2)__ a third of the population is either talking about the weather __(3)__ is about to do so,” says social anthropologist Kate Fox, who __(4)__ the studies in 2010. So why do the British do it?

Several features of Britain’s geography make the weather the way it is: mild, changeable and famously unpredictable. The variability __(5)__ residents never know quite what to expect. It is these types of extremes __(6)__ generate much of the debate on online forums about the British weather. The British Weather Newsgroup, for example, __(7)__ since the mid-1990s and was started as a forum for enthusiasts to discuss scientiic aspects of the British weather.

However, many of the day-to-day conversations British people initiate about the weather are more ordinary. Comments like “Cold, isn’t it?” do not even particularly __(8)__ a full response; a grunt of agreement will be enough.

In some situations weather talk is an icebreaker. In __(9)__ it is used to ill awkward silences or divert the conversation away from uncomfortable topics. Often it is an excuse for a good old grumble, which can be a bonding experience in __(10)__, but we can also use weather–speak to understand other people’s moods. “Depending __(11)__ their response to your weather greeting, you can tell if someone is in the mood for a chat, or is feeling grumpy and negative,” says Kate Fox.

There are certain unwritten rules that the British follow when conducting these weather-related conversations. Firstly, the topic will almost always be introduced as a form of question. Secondly, the person __(12)__ must agree. If someone says “Cold, isn’t it?”, and you say “Well actually, no!”, the person would be a bit taken aback and feel that it was an impolite thing to say.

0. A of                    B with                      C in                             D for

1. A when               B if                          C because                    D while

2. A at last              B at least                 C at a loss                    D at most

3. A or                    B nor                       C and                           D it

4. A performed       B has performed      C had performed        D was performed

5. A claims             B tells                       C seems                      D means

6. A who                 B what                     C that                          D those

7. A has run            B runs                      C has been running     D is running

8. A demand           B call                       C insist                        D claim

9. A another            B others                   C other                        D either

10. A itself              B ourselves              C themselves              D yourself

11. A in                   B from                     C for                            D on

12. A answer           B answering            C answered                  D answers

Task 3 (10 points)
Use the appropriate form of the words given in BLOCK letters to complete the sentences. Write the words in the spaces provided. An example (0) has been given.

MEMORY OF MANKIND

Etched with strange pictograms, lines and markings, they lay

buried in the (0) DUST desert earth of Iraq for thousands of          0. dusty
years. The clay tablets left by the ancient Sumerians provide

what is (1) THINK to be the earliest written record of ancient      1. ______________
civilisations. The stories and details they contain have stood the

test of time, (2) SURVIVE through the millennia to be unearthed  2. ______________
by modern historians. However, there are fears that future

archaeologists may lack the same sort of record when they

come to search for evidence of our own civilisation. Nowadays

information is stored as lists of ones and zeros that can be

edited or even completely deleted by a few (3) ACCIDENT         3. ______________
strokes on a keyboard. “(4) FORTUNATE, we live in an age       4. ______________
that will leave (5) HARD any written traces,” explains Martin      5. ______________
Kunze. Kunze’s (6) SOLVE is the Memory of Mankind project,   6. ______________
a (7) COLLABORATE between universities, newspapers and     7. ______________
libraries to create a modern version of those irst ancient tablets.

The plan is to gather together the accumulated (8) KNOW of our  8. ______________
time: oficial documents, details about our culture, (9) SCIENCE  9. ______________
papers, biographies, popular novels, news, stories and images,

and store it underground in a way that it is (10) READ in the       10. ______________
future.


	5. ______________

I love breakfast, so it would have to be an all-you-can eat breakfast with bottomless black coffee. All the eggs, bacon, pastries and fruit. Then I would need a really long nap.

6. ______________

Life is long, so go easy on yourself. Do not let one failure keep you from looking ahead, so work hard and try again. You are going to fulfil your dreams, and along the way, you are raising awareness about climate change.

7. ______________

My first expedition was when I was 15, with legendary explorer Robert Swan. The trip was unfortunately wrought with disastrous weather conditions and fast-drifting ice. So every morning we would wake up farther behind than where we started the day before. It felt like a huge slap in the face, and I was humbled by the magnitude of the challenge and the Arctic’s unpredictable nature.

8. ______________

Well, for starters, I have never been to Antarctica. The geography will be totally new to me. I am also trying to complete the journey within 22 days to become the youngest and fastest man to complete this route. That means I have to cover 29 km a day. On top of that, I will be pulling a sleigh that weighs 82 kg.

9. ______________

The 82-kilo sleigh I pull will contain everything I need to survive. It contains my food, tent, supplies, icescrews, ropes and more. I will also have polarized glasses that will protect me from snow blindness and a huge, insulated jacket that will keep me dry and warm in the -60ºC temperatures.

10. ______________

I will have oatmeal with some dried fruit for breakfast. During the day I will have some beef jerky, nuts and chocolate. Then for dinner I will have high-calorie, custom-made, freeze-dried meals. I am also planning on bringing 44 chocolate bars, but they will be rock-hard and frozen from the weather. I will have to break them up into little pieces before the expedition.

11. ______________

Unfortunately, I do not have much time right now. But I will need to select a light one — for my expedition. Right now I am thinking about The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway.

12. ______________

I really hope people will know me as a young campaigner for climate change. I want to use all of my expeditions and speaking opportunities as platforms to shine light on the growing need to call on our leaders to take action and make our environment a priority.
Interview questions

A How do you want to be remembered?

B Describe some emotions you’ve felt on your trip to the North Pole.

C Tell us about some of the unique tools and gear you’ll use on the expedition.

D Your meals will be 5,000 calories per day. What are you going to eat?

E What are you reading right now?

F What’s one thing every man should know?

G Who or what influences you?

H Tell us about your studies at Yale University.

I Name one thing you can’t live without.

J It’s your last drink and meal on earth. What’ll it be?

K What’s the hardest thing you’ve ever done?

L If you could go back and tell your 16-year-old self something, what would you say?

M What makes the Willis Resilience Expedition more challenging than previous trips?

N What are you working on right now?

Task 2 (10 points)
Fill each of the numbered gaps in the following passage with the most appropriate word from the wordbank. Write the appropriate letter in the gap. Use only one letter in each space. An example (0) has been given. Note that there are more words than gaps.
SEDENTARY LIFESTYLE
Human beings have become a species of sitters, from their car or subway seat, to their desk and back home again to (0) __I__ to the couch. Sitting accounts for at least 60% of people’s waking hours. Prolonged periods spent sitting and being physically inactive (1) ____________ the risk of serious illness, making it one of the greatest burdens of the working population.

A panel of international experts from Public Health England recently (2) __________ up with a UK community interest company to stop the sedentary lifestyle by publishing new recommendations for the everyday desk job. The panel concludes that people spend from 65% to 75% of their workday sitting, and half of the time they do not even get out of their chair. For the (3) ____________ ofice worker that means,

they are sitting for about three hours straight in the same bent (4) ____________.

Previous research indicates these are not new (5) ________________, but rather a worsening problem that has been gaining momentum over the years. Compared to past (6) ____________, humans are spending more and more time in (7) __________ that allow limited physical activity and require prolonged sitting, (8) ____________ to a 2010 study. In 1970, two in every 10 working Americans had desk jobs. Fast forward more than 30 years to 2003, and nearly six in every 10 workers sit at a computer at work. The (9) ____________ is clearly emerging that a irst step could be simply to get people standing and moving more (10) ____________ as part of their working day.

A frequently                             G according

B average                                 H teamed

C generations                           I retreat
D environments                       J heightens

E findings                                K evidence

F position                                 L brought

Task 4 (8 points)
Fill each of the numbered gaps in the following passage. Write only one word in each gap. The task begins with an example (0).

CATS

Cats do not need their owners, scientists conclude. Rudyard Kipling was right. Cats really do walk (0) ___by___ themselves.

Although owners might worry that (1) ____________________ pet is nervously pining for their return (2) ____________________ they leave the house, in fact, cats show no sign of separation anxiety.

Researchers at the University of Lincoln have concluded that cats, unlike dogs, do not need humans to feel protected, preferring to look (3) _________________ themselves.

Before cat lovers start despairing about their aloof house guests, animal behaviourists say, they should actually take the inding (4) __________________ a compliment. If cats stick around, (5) ____________________ means they really want to be there, as cats will not live in (6) ____________________ unhappy home; they will just walk out.

Even though the researchers say, cats can still develop bonds with, and affection for their owners, they do not need them in the same way that dogs do. For pet dogs, their owners often represent a specific safe haven. (7) ________________, it is clear that domestic cats are much more autonomous when it comes             (8) ________________ coping with unusual situations. If a cat is scared or has been involved in an incident, it is not going to want a cuddle, it is going to want to go and hide, so owners need to provide a place for that to happen.
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