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Reading.

1. Read the text carefully. Are the statements (1-5) true (T) or false (F).     
In our commentary today we turn to the issue of education, and to the question raised by the government’s Education Secretary yesterday: how to get poorer students into higher education. The solutions suggested by the Secretary, Ms Holland, have so far all been concerned with Access regulations. Among others, it has proposed that good universities should be financially encouraged – or shall we say bribed – to admit underprivileged students. Another suggestion is that the best candidates’ application forms should simply be rejected with more places being allocated to students with lower grades or learning problems. 

     In short, the proposed solutions to the crisis in the country’s system of education aim to punish good schools, and this is not how the problems should be solved. Ac we state clearly in our editorial today, the only way to help poor students is to improve the schools which are not as good. More money should be provided and spent on teacher training and teachers’ Professional development. Schools in remote parts of the country should be better equipped, and local communities must be encouraged to attract good teachers by offering them better working conditions and pay rises. But the Education Secretary is surely no novice to these points: they have appeared in every petition and innumerable articles  ever since the problems with poorer students emerged for the first time. As any good teacher knows, the way to make a slow student remember something isto repeat it. So we do repeat our arguments, and can only hope there will be no need to do it yet again.
1. The commentary concerns a problem which has been signalled by a politician.

2. The Education Secretary proposed solutions on student enrolment.  

3. One of the Secretary’s solutios suggests an increase in funding for schools.

4. Another suggestion is to only accept underprivileged students.

5. According to the commentary, the solution to the problem is a change of government tactics towards weak schools.  
Choose the correct answer (A,B,C or D).

6. Which way of improving schools is NOT includedin the text?   
A Teachers shoul be better educated.

B  More schools must be built in ‘’out-of-the-way’’ areas.

C  School equipment must be modernised.

D  Local people should persuade good teachers to come to their area.

7.  The general aim of this text is to

A suggest a different point  of view on a topical issue.      
B  informē about the school system in Britain.

C  criticise one particular decision by the government.

D  advise the reader on how to find a good school.                        (Score: 7)

2. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.

1. I don’t think they can afford _____(have) a holiday this year.
2. I expect _____(see) her this evening.
3. I plan _____(go) to university.
4. Would he let you _____(help) him?
5. I think every child should learn _____(play) a musical instrument.
6. I can’t stand _____(watch) soap operas.
7. They have decided _____(live) in India for a year.
8. Can you manage _____(carry) all those books?
9. Let’s leave early to avoid _____(travel) in the rush hour.
10. The children promised _____(be) good.                                            (Score:10)
3. Complete the sentences using the verbs in brackets in their correct form. (First Conditional, Second Conditional or Third Conditional). 
1. The bus is late. If it doesn’t arrive (not arrive) soon, we’l get (get) a taxi.

2. I _____(be) really upset if I _____(not get) that job.

3. Mr Johns _____(not let) us do the exams unless we _____ (be) good enougt to pass.

4. We _____(not ask) him to help us if we _____ (know) he was so busy.

5. If you _____(not turn down) that stereo, I _____(throw) it out of the window!

6. Do you want my advice? If i _____(be) you, I _____(find) a new girlfriend.

7. Look at those clouds. If it _____(rain), we _____(get) wet.

8. I’m really tired If I _____(not be) tired, I _____(come) over.

9. _____(they/be) healhtier if they _____(live) in the country?

10. It’s only a short journey. If we _____(get) there before lunchtime, we _____(have) time to go shopping.

11. If the weather _____(not be) bad, they _____(can reach) the top of the moutain.

                                                                                                                     (Score:10)
        Writing.

4. Write about the Educational system in Latvia (100-150 words).

Describe

· the importance of education,

· your school,

· your feelings and emotions.                                                                  (Score:20)   
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